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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To realize a higher compression efficiency by providing a parameter common 
use means to the coder, obtaining parameter information of coding for each channel and 
using the parameter information in common between at least >2 channels. 

CONSTITUTION: Audio data of each channel are received from terminals 1 12a, 1 12b, 
and fed to re-quantization devices 108a, 108b. On the other hand, the result of calculation 
of each channel common processing cost is received from terminals 1 1 3a, 1 1 3b and fed 
to a scale factor common processing circuit 105, in which a scale factor is processed in 
common. Values max (SF1 , SF2) for the common processing are obtained from each unit 
(SF1 , SF2 are values of scale factor of two channels of units whose common processing 
cost is calculated) to use the result as the scale factor of each unit. Then, a common sub- 
information quantity is obtained, and a word length is decided and finally each of the 
re-quantization devices 108a, 108b is re-quantized for each channel based on the 
obtained common parameter and the result is outputted from terminals 1 14a, 1 14b as 
coding data. 
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